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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

KAYLA KANTOROWSKI, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

PORTFOLIO RECOVERY 
ASSOCIATES, LLC, 

Defendant. 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

CASE NO. 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on this date, Defendant Portfolio Recovery Associates, 

LLC (“PRA”) hereby removes the above-captioned matter to this Court from the Court of 

Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and in support thereof avers as follows: 

1. PRA is the Defendant in a civil action originally filed on January 31, 2023, in the

Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania titled Kayla Kantorowski v. Portfolio 

Recovery Associates, LLC and docketed to Case No. AR-23-000420. 

2. This removal is timely under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b).  PRA received service of

Plaintiff’s Complaint by Certified Mail on February 7, 2023.  

3. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446, attached hereto as Exhibit A are copies of all

pleadings, process and orders filed in the state court action. 

4. This Court has original jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331,

in that Plaintiff has filed claims against PRA alleging violations of the Fair Debt Collection 

Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1692, et seq.  

5. On this date, PRA has provided notice of this Removal to counsel for Plaintiff and

to the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 
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 WHEREFORE, Defendant PRA respectfully removes this case to the United States District 

for the Western District of Pennsylvania. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MESSER STRICKLER BURNETTE, LTD. 

By: /s/ Lauren M. Burnette 
LAUREN M. BURNETTE, ESQUIRE 
PA Bar No. 92412 
12276 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 718 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 
(904) 527-1172 
(904) 683-7353 (fax) 
lburnette@messerstrickler.com 
Counsel for Defendant Portfolio Recovery Associates, LLC 

 
Dated: March 9, 2023  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I certify that on March 9, 2023, a true copy of the foregoing document was served on all 

unrepresented parties and counsel of record via electronic service. 

 

MESSER STRICKLER BURNETTE, LTD. 

By: /s/ Lauren M. Burnette 
LAUREN M. BURNETTE, ESQUIRE 
PA Bar No. 92412 
12276 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 718 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 
(904) 527-1172 
(904) 683-7353 (fax) 
lburnette@messerstrickler.com 
Counsel for Defendant Portfolio Recovery Associates, LLC 

 
Dated: March 9, 2023 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 

        

Filed on Behalf of Plaintiff: 
Kayla Kantorowski 
 
Counsel of Record for this Party: 
J.P. WARD AND ASSOCIATES, LLC 
   
  
Joshua P. Ward 
Pa. I.D. No. 320347 
 
Travis A. Gordon 
Pa. I.D. No. 328314 

 
 

J.P. Ward and Associates, LLC  
The Rubicon Building 
201 South Highland Avenue 
Suite 201  
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
 
Telephone: (412) 545-3016  
Fax No.: (412) 540-3399 
E-mail: tgordon@jpward.com 

 
 

 

 

KAYLA KANTOROWSKI, 
 
  Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
 
PORTFOLIO RECOVERY 
ASSOCIATES, LLC, 
 
  Defendant. 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
 

CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
 
Case No.: AR-23-000420 
 
 
PROOF OF SERVICE OF 
COMPLAINT IN CIVIL ACTION 
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PROOF OF SERVICE OF COMPLAINT IN CIVIL ACTION 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA : 
       : §§ 
COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY   : 
 

AFFIDAVIT 
 

I, Travis A. Gordon, Esquire, of J.P. Ward & Associates, LLC, hereby swear and affirm 
that on February 7, 2023, a true and correct copy of the Complaint in Civil Action was served by 
way of U.S.P.S. Certified Mail (tracking number: 9214 8901 9403 8302 9829 52), upon the 
following persons listed below: (See attached Exhibit A, “the Confirmation of Delivery”). 
 

PORTFOLIO RECOVERY ASSOCIATES LLC 
ATTN: LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

120 CORPORATE BLVD 
NORFOLK VA 23502-4952 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA 
 

KAYLA KANTOROWSKI, 
 
  Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
 
PORTFOLIO RECOVERY 
ASSOCIATES, LLC, 
 
  Defendant. 
 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
 

CIVIL DIVISION 
 
 
Case No.: AR-23-000420 
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 Respectfully submitted, 

J.P. WARD AND ASSOCIATES, LLC 

 

 

Date: February 15, 2023 By:                                 
 Joshua P. Ward (Pa. I.D. No. 320347) 
 Travis A. Gordon (Pa. I.D. No. 328314) 
         
 J.P. Ward and Associates, LLC 
 The Rubicon Building 
 201 South Highland Avenue  
 Suite 201 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
 
 Counsel for Plaintiff 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
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February 15, 2023 
 
Dear J P Ward and Associates LLC: 
 
The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:
9214 8901 9403 8302 9829 52. 
 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: Delivered, PO Box
Status Date / Time: February 7, 2023, 4:46 pm
Location: NORFOLK, VA 23502
Postal Product: First-Class Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™
Return Receipt Electronic

Recipient Name: PORTFOLIO RECOVERY ASSOCIATES LLC

Shipment Details

Weight: 8.0oz

Recipient Signature

Signature of Recipient:

Address of Recipient:

Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recipient's delivery instructions on file.
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Return address:
JP WARD & ASSOCIATES
201 S HIGHLAND AVE STE 201
PITTSBURGH PA 15206

USPS Tracking Label Number: 9214 8901 9403 8302 9829 52

Recipient address:
PORTFOLIO RECOVERY ASSOCIATES LLC
ATTN: LEGAL DEPARTMENT
120 CORPORATE BLVD
NORFOLK VA 23502-4952

USPS CERTIFIED MAIL

420235029214890194038302982952

9214 8901 9403 8302 9829 52

USPS Event Postal Facility Date/Time

PRE-SHIPMENT INFO SENT  USPS AWAITS ITEM PITTSBURGH,PA 15206 02/01/2023 16:41

PROCESSED THROUGH USPS FACILITY NORFOLK VA DISTRIBUTION CENTER 23501 02/03/2023 12:59

RESCHEDULED TO NEXT DELIVERY DAY NORFOLK,VA 23502 02/06/2023 18:06

DELIVERED TO AGENT FOR FINAL DELIVERY NORFOLK,VA 23502 02/07/2023 13:04

ARRIVAL AT UNIT NORFOLK,VA 23502 02/07/2023 13:06

DELIVERED PO BOX NORFOLK,VA 23502 02/07/2023 16:46
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
KAYLA KANTOROWSKI,  CIVIL DIVISION 
     
   Plaintiff,    No. AR-23-000420 

 
  vs. 
      

PORTFOLIO RECOVERY  NOTICE OF PRAECIPE TO ENTER 
ASSOCIATES, LLC,  JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT 

       
Defendant.    

      
 

Filed on Behalf of Plaintiff: 
       Kayla Kantorowski 

 
 Counsel of Record for This Party: 
 
       J.P. WARD & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
 
       Travis A. Gordon 
       Pa. I.D. No. 328314 
 
        
        
          

      
 J.P. Ward & Associates, LLC 
 The Rubicon Building 
 201 South Highland Avenue 
 Suite 201 
 Pittsburgh, PA  15206 
     
 Telephone: (412) 545-3016 
 Fax:  (412) 540-3399  
 E-mail: tgordon@jpward.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Case 2:23-cv-00392-PLD   Document 1-1   Filed 03/09/23   Page 35 of 38



 
 

 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
KAYLA KANTOROWSKI,  CIVIL DIVISION 
     
   Plaintiff,    No. AR-23-000420 

 
  vs. 
      

PORTFOLIO RECOVERY   
ASSOCIATES, LLC,   

       
Defendant.     

To: Portfolio Recovery Associates, LLC 
 Attn: Legal Department 
 120 Corporate Blvd 
 Norfolk, VA 23502-4952 

 
 
 Date of Notice: February 28, 2023 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT BECAUSE YOU HAVE FAILED TO ENTER A 
WRITTEN APPEARANCE PERSONALLY OR BY ATTORNEY AND FILE IN 
WRITING WITH THE COURT YOUR DEFENSES OR OBJECTIONS TO THE CLAIMS 
SET FORTH AGAINST YOU. UNLESS YOU ACT WITHIN TEN DAYS FROM THE 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU 
WITHOUT A HEARING AND YOU MAY LOSE YOUR PROPERTY OR OTHER 
IMPORTANT RIGHTS. 

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU DO 
NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW. 
THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A 
LAWYER. 

IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY BE 
ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY 
OFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A REDUCED FEE OR NO 
FEE.  

LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE 
11th Floor Koppers Building, 

436 Seventh Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

Telephone: (412) 261-5555 
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Respectfully Submitted,  

J.P. WARD & ASSOCIATES, LLC 

 

Date: February 28, 2023 By: _____________________________ 
 Joshua P. Ward (Pa. I.D. No. 320347) 
 Travis A. Gordon (Pa. I.D. No. 328314) 
 
 J.P. Ward & Associates, LLC 
 The Rubicon Building 
 201 South Highland Avenue  
 Suite 201 
 Pittsburgh, PA  15206 
 
 Counsel for Plaintiff 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that on February 28, 2023 a true and correct copy of the within 

IMPORTANT NOTICE was served, by way of U.S. First Class Mail, upon the following person:  

 

Portfolio Recovery Associates, LLC 
Attn: Legal Department 

120 Corporate Blvd 
Norfolk, VA 23502-4952 

 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  

J.P. WARD & ASSOCIATES, LLC 

 

Date: February 28, 2023 By: _____________________________ 
 Joshua P. Ward (Pa. I.D. No. 320347) 
 Travis A. Gordon (Pa. I.D. No. 328314) 
 
 J.P. Ward & Associates, LLC 
 The Rubicon Building 
 201 South Highland Avenue  
 Suite 201 
 Pittsburgh, PA  15206 
 
 Counsel for Plaintiff 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

THIS CASE DESIGNATION SHEET MUST BE COMPLETED

PART A

This case belongs on the (   Erie  Johnstown       Pittsburgh) calendar.  

1. ERIE CALENDAR - If cause of action arose in the counties of Crawford, Elk, Erie,
Forest, McKean. Venang or Warren, OR any plaintiff or defendant resides in one of said
counties.

2. JOHNSTOWN CALENDAR - If cause of action arose in the counties of Bedford, Blair,
Cambria, Clearfield or Somerset OR any plaintiff or defendant resides in one of
said counties.

3. Complete if on ERIE CALENDAR: I certify that the cause of action arose in
County and that the resides in County.

4. Complete if on JOHNSTOWN CALENDAR:  I certify that the cause of action arose in
County and that the resides in County.

PART B (You are to check ONE of the following)

1. This case is related to Number . Short Caption .
2. This case is not related to a pending or terminated case.

DEFINlTIONS OF RELATED CASES:
CIVIL:  Civil cases are deemed related when a case filed relates to property included in 
another suit or involves the same issues of fact or it grows out of the same transactions 
as another suit or involves the validity or infringement of a patent involved in another 
suit EMINENT DOMAIN:  Cases in contiguous closely located groups and in common ownership 
groups which will lend themselves to consolidation for trial shall be deemed related.
HABEAS CORPUS & CIVIL RIGHTS:  All habeas corpus petitions filed by the same individual 
shall be deemed related. All pro se Civil Rights actions by the same individual shall be 
deemed related.

PARTC
I. CIVIL CATEGORY ( applicable category).

1. Antitrust and Securities Act Cases
2. Labor-Management Relations
3. Habeas corpus
4. Civil Rights
5. Patent, Copyright, and Trademark
6. Eminent  Domain
7. All  other federal question cases
8. All  personal  and property damage tort cases,  including  maritime,  FELA,

Jones Act, Motor vehicle, products liability, assault, defamation,  malicious
 prosecution, and false arrest

9. Insurance indemnity, contract and other diversity cases.
10. Government Collection Cases (shall include HEW Student Loans (Education),

V A  0verpayment, Overpayment of Social Security, Enlistment 
Overpayment (Army, Navy, etc.),  HUD Loans, GAO Loans (Misc. Types), 
Mortgage Foreclosures, SBA Loans, Civil Penalties and Coal Mine 
Penalty and Reclamation Fees.)

I certify that to the best of my knowledge the entries on this Case Designation 
Sheet are true and correct

Date:

ATTORNEY AT LAW

NOTE: ALL SECTIONS OF BOTH FORMS MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE CASE CAN BE PROCESSED.

3/9/23
/s/ Lauren M. Burnette
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Multidistrict Litigation – Direct File.  (8) Check this box when a multidistrict case is filed in the same district as the Master MDL docket.  
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NOT AN ORIGIN CODE 7.  Origin Code 7 was used for historical records and is no longer relevant due to  
changes in statue. 

VI.  Cause of Action.  Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause.  Do not cite jurisdictional  
statutes unless diversity.  Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553 Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service. 

VII.  Requested in Complaint.  Class Action.  Place an "X" in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P. 
Demand.  In this space enter the actual dollar amount being demanded or indicate other demand, such as a preliminary injunction. 
Jury Demand.  Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded. 

VIII.   Related Cases.   This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases, if any.  If there are related pending cases, insert the docket  
numbers and the corresponding judge names for such cases. 
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